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Internal Assessment Resource

Geography Level 2

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91244 version 4
Conduct geographic research with guidance

	Resource title: Life around the central city

	5 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	October 2024
To support internal assessment from 2025

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource 
Achievement Standard Geography 91244: Conduct geographic research with guidance 
Resource reference: Geography 2.5A v3
Resource title: Life around the central city
Credits: 5 

Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are designed to ensure that teachers can carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource. 

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by the Achievement Standard Geography 91244. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting 

This activity requires students to conduct geographic research about houses and/or facilities in relation to their distance from a central business district (CBD).

Students will collect primary data from within an urban area to determine the relationship between distance from the CBD and (for example) the size of houses, age of houses, value of houses, the visual and environmental appeal of an area, and the availability or facilities such as schools, kindergartens, libraries, and pools. You can modify these factors to suit the needs of your students. 

During a field trip, students will work individually or in small groups. They will collect data using a combination of methods, in at least three different suburbs or “zones” within an urban area.

Students will process and present their collected data, and explain their findings incorporating geographic concepts. A conclusion will be made summing up the findings and directly addressing the research aim. Students will evaluate their research process in an ongoing manner using a reflective journal, such as a blog, diary, or wiki and complete a final evaluation task.
You can modify this assessment resource to suit non-urban areas. For example, students could collect data about the ways in which houses change (age, size, conditions) depending on:

· the size of the property, land parcel, or farm 

· a property’s distance from a service centre such as a small town.

Conditions 

The assessment activity will take place over approximately three weeks. Teachers will provide students with guidance in collecting, processing, and presenting data.

In week 1, students will plan their research and collect primary data, with guidance, during a field trip. Students can collect their data in groups; however, each student must keep a copy of the data so that they are able to complete the assessment activity. 

Primary data collection might involve students taking notes on the style of houses, recording the facilities in the urban area, and taking photographs of features such as pedestrian crossings, schools, and shopping centres.

Secondary data collection might involve using the Internet and books or publications to research factors such as people’s ages, jobs, and the size of families in a particular area. 

Allow students class time each day to complete an entry in their reflective journals. Students must also spend homework time on their reflective journals.

In weeks 2 and 3, students will explain their findings incorporating relevant geographic concepts, make conclusions based on the aims of their research, and present their research. Provide students with guidance on the conventions for presenting a combination of spatial, statistical and visual data accurately and effectively.

Resource requirements 
· Street maps and/or satellite images of research areas can be downloaded using the Internet.

· Students might also require cadastral maps of the area. 

· Students will need access to a camera, or cameras in order to take photographs during the field trip. Make these photographs available to all students on a school network, or print them for student use. 

Additional information 

Allow approximately five hours for formative teaching and learning to familiarise students with research methodology, application of geographic concepts, and methods of presentation. 
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	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Conduct geographic research with guidance.
	Conduct in-depth geographic research with guidance.
	Conduct comprehensive geographic research with guidance.


Student instructions 
Introduction 
House types vary depending on their location within an urban area. Traditionally, many older, smaller houses are found closer to the Central Business District (CBD). Newer, larger houses are often further away from the CBD. Facilities such as schools, kindergartens, libraries, and pools also tend to be more accessible in areas that are near the CBD.

This assessment activity requires you to conduct geographic research about any of the factors below. You will collect data on whether there is a relationship between distance from the CBD and: 

· the size of houses

· the age of houses

· the value of houses

· the visual and environmental appeal of an area

· the availability of facilities such as schools, kindergartens, libraries, and pools.

Use the factor(s) to formulate the aim of your research. 

You will collect both primary data (from a field trip) and secondary data (from the Internet or books and publications) to meet the aim of your research. 

During the research process, keep a reflective journal. The focus of your journal is to evaluate your research in an ongoing manner. 

Present your spatial, statistical and visual data accurately and effectively, using the correct geographic conventions. Explain the findings of your research incorporating relevant geographic concepts and provide a detailed conclusion that relates to the research aim. Evaluate the research process using your reflective record and discuss ways the research could be improved.
Task: 

Keep a reflective journal

As you work through the research process, keep a reflective journal. Your journal can be a blog, a learning journal, or a diary. Complete an entry each day during your research. In your reflective journal:

· reflect on the strengths and weaknesses of your work
· comment on factors that have affected your data collection
· describe how you have presented your results

· explain how valid your results are
· list ways in which you could improve your research process.

Your teacher will provide you with class time to complete a daily entry. You will need to spend time on your reflective journal at home as well. Use your journal to complete the evaluation task.
Make a plan and collect data

Before the field trip, you will need to make a plan. Your plan must identify: 

· the aim of your research

· the data you will collect

· where and how you will record data 

· what equipment you will need.

Include this plan with your final presentation. 

During the field trip, collect primary data either individually or in a small group. To collect primary data you might take handwritten notes, draw sketch maps, or take photographs. 

Keep your own copy of the data. You will hand in all of your raw data with your final presentation.

Collect secondary data using the Internet or books and publications. You might include census data, value of houses, reports. Hand this data in with your presentation.

Should you require more data, you may need to return to the research areas. Consult with your teacher to arrange this.

Present your data
Include your research aim with the presented data.
Geographers use a variety of visual representations to show patterns, change and variations between different places. Process your collected data without the help of others in your group. Use geographic techniques and conventions to accurately and effectively present your primary and secondary data. Include spatial, statistical, and visual data. 

Your presentation should include: 

· map(s) of the areas you have investigated

· a variety of statistical data; such as bar graphs, line graphs, pie graphs, pictograms, and tables

· other visual presentation; such as annotated photographs or field sketches.

Note: On your maps, include a title, frame, north point, scale, and key. On graphs, include a title, appropriately labelled axes, and key.
Ensure that your presented data relates to your research aim.

Explain the findings of your research
Under each map, graph and visual presentation, fully explain what the data shows (findings). Incorporate into your findings at least two relevant geographic concepts. Geographic concepts that might be useful include location, change, pattern, accessibility, perception, and distance.
Provide a conclusion 

Provide a detailed conclusion about your research. Your conclusion should:

· relate back to your research aim
· summarise the main findings of your research

· be supported by specific data and information.
Evaluate your research process
Use your reflective journal to 
· fully explain the strengths and weaknesses of the research process, and how they have impacted on the validity of your research findings and/or conclusion

· discuss ways the research process could be improved.
Assessment schedule: Geography 91244 Life around the central city

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student has conducted geographic research with guidance by:

· planning the research and identifying the aim of the research

· collecting and recording relevant data.
The student has presented spatial, statistical, and/or visual data using the correct geographic conventions and terminology, for example:

· map(s) (FACKTS) showing the locations of the research areas in relation to the aim

· graph(s) with a title, even scale, and correctly labelled axes
· table(s) presenting data appropriately (raw or percentages)

· visual presentation(s) such as annotated photograph or field sketch presented appropriately.
The student has:

· explained the findings of the research incorporating the relevance of geographic concepts

· provided a conclusion that relates to the aim of the research.
The student has:

· described strength(s) and/or weakness(es) of their research process and how these affect the validity of the research findings.
For example: (partial extract only)
Findings incorporating geographic concepts
Size and age of housing:

The transect shows that with increasing distance from the CBD, the size of houses almost doubles. Bigger/cheaper sections can be bought further out. The suburb of *** 4 km from the CBD has larger houses that appear to be in better condition than those in the central city and 40% of them have garages or off street parking. The age of houses shown in table 2 does not show such a clear pattern, but newer homes are more common on the urban fringe. 
Conclusion
I accept my hypothesis that houses increase in size and decrease in age the further they are from the CBD. There are some variations when the apartments in the city are considered. 
Evaluation

Strengths
We used a combination of methods to collect data including photos, environmental survey… The data we selected was random and this gave a good overview of the area. We had secondary data from the council and also used real estate books for the areas surveyed. Because we used both primary and secondary data and our results matched we can be confident that the research findings are valid.

	The student has conducted in-depth geographic research with guidance by:

· planning the research and identifying the aim of the research

· collecting and recording relevant data.
The student has accurately presented spatial, statistical, and visual data using the correct geographic conventions and terminology, for example:
· map(s) (FACKTS) showing the locations of the research areas in relation to the aim

· graph(s) with a title, even scale, and correctly labelled axes
· table(s) presenting data accurately (raw or percentages)

· visual presentation(s) such as annotated photograph or field sketch presented accurately.

The student has:

· explained the findings, in detail, incorporating the relevance of geographic concepts
· provided a detailed conclusion that relates to the aim of the research.
The student has:

· explained in detail the strength(s) and weakness(es) of their research process and how these affect the validity of the findings and/or conclusions.

For example: (partial extract only)
Findings incorporating geographic concepts
Size and age of housing:
Transect 1 contains samples relating to house size, for up to 6 km from the CBD. It shows that with increasing distance from the CBD, the size of houses almost doubles. The secondary data showed that they tend to have more bedrooms in houses in the outer suburbs than in close to the CBD. Bigger/cheaper sections can be bought further out and due to cost much of the accommodation in the CBD is rental apartments. The suburb of *** 4 km from the CBD has larger houses that appear to be in better condition than those in the central city. 40% of them have garages or off street parking. The age of houses shown in table 2 does not show such a clear pattern, as house size, but newer homes are more common on the urban fringe. 

Conclusion
I accept my hypothesis that houses increase in size the further they are from the CBD. However, there is sufficient evidence on the second transect to argue that age of house is more variable. In the CBD new apartment blocks and renovated warehouses conflict with the expected pattern. There was also evidence of an old villa which had been moved to a section in a new subdivision. 
Evaluation
Strengths

We used a combination of methods to collect data including photos, environmental survey… We randomly selected the area for the transect and the numbers of houses/sections that we would photo and use as our sample. We accessed secondary data from the council and also used real estate sites for the areas used in our primary data collection. Because we used both primary and secondary data and our results showed a close correlation we can be confident that the research findings are valid. There was sufficient data from which to make valid conclusions.

	The student has conducted comprehensive geographic research with guidance by:

· planning the research and identifying the aim of the research

· collecting and recording relevant data.
The student has accurately and effectively presented spatial, statistical, and visual data using the correct geographic conventions and terminology, for example:
· map(s) (FACKTS) showing the locations of the research areas in relation to the aim

· graph(s) with a title, even scale, and correctly labelled axes
· table(s) presenting data effectively (raw or percentages)

· visual presentation(s) such as annotated photograph or field sketch.
The student has:

· fully explained the findings incorporating the relevance of geographic concepts 
· provided a detailed conclusion that relates to the aim of the research.
The student has: 

· fully explained the strength(s) and weakness(es) of their research process and how these affect the validity of the findings and/or conclusions

· discussed ways in which their research process could be improved.
For example: (partial extract only)
Findings incorporating geographic concepts
Size and age of housing:

Transect 1 contains 30 samples relating to house size, for up to 6 km from the CBD. These random samples clearly show that with increasing distance from the CBD, the size of houses increases. The size of house shown on the transect is based on visual impression of house and section, and number of parking spaces. It was supported with data from the council for section size, see table 2. The secondary data also showed that they tend to have more bedrooms in houses in the outer suburbs than close to the CBD. Bigger/cheaper sections can be bought further out and due to cost much of the accommodation in the CBD is rental apartments. The suburb of *** 4½ km from the CBD has larger houses 300m² (4 bedrooms) and sections that average 1000 sq m. The apartments in the city are around 70-80m² with one bedroom and open plan living. Between these extremes there are suburbs with …size sections and 2/3 bedroom…There is a clear correlation between distance from the CDB and house size.
Evaluation
Strengths
We used a combination of methods to collect data including photos, environmental survey… We randomly selected the area for the transect and the numbers of houses/sections that we would photo and use as our sample. While randomly selecting the house numbers to include, random selection of the area for the transect restricted our data. It would have given us more valid results if we could compare our data with a transect that studied another direction from the CBD. We accessed secondary data from the council and real estate sites for the areas used in our primary data collection. The secondary data helped to confirm our results, showing a close correlation. We can be confident that the research findings are relatively valid. To improve the validity of the research the class could have been allocated different areas from the CBD. This approach would give us a wider picture from which to make conclusions and would have …



Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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